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Dear Executive Director Chaney: 

Please accept this letter as a formal complaint filed on behalf of owner Patrick Guthrie seeking 

the intervention of the California Horse Racing Board as a result of being denied entry into the 

2020 Champion of Champions race by  Edward Allred who has violated and/or abrogated 

multiple rules by engaging in misconduct or improper activities the effect of which is to restrict 

competition in races in which Allred has a competitive interest. 

Background 

The 2020 Champion of Champions is a race with a $600,000 purse scheduled to be run at Los 

Alamitos Race Course on December 12, 2020.   The race has a format in which horses earn 

berths by winning major stakes through the year, with additional berths available through time 

trials.  Among the races in which a horse can earn a berth in the 2020 Champion of Champions is 

the Bank of America Challenge run at the Downs at Albuquerque.  Danjer, a horse owned in part 

by Mr. Guthrie, won the Bank of America Challenge Championship Handicap on October 24, 

2020.  As per the published conditions, this race was among those races which qualify the winner 

to compete in the 2020 Champion of Champions. (see Exhibit 1.) 

In a recent posting on the Los Alamitos Race Course website titled “Road to 2020 Champion of 

Champions, Danjer is listed as having earned a presumptive berth into the Champion of 

Champions (see Exhibit 2.) 

On November 13, 2020. Mr. Guthrie informed the Racing Secretary, Los Alamitos Race Course, 

that on behalf of the owners, that they intended to participate in the Champion of Champions. 

(see Exhibit 3.) 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, Mr. Smith, another of Danjer’s owners was informed by Allred 

that Danjer would not be allowed to participate in the Champion of Champions.  Subsequent to 

that verbal communication, the owners of Danjer have made repeated inquiries into the status of 

Danjer in the Champion of Champions.  They were recently advised that Allred’s decision was 

final and the Danjer would not be allowed to compete in the Champion of Champions. No reason 

was provided. 
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The Complaint 

The Complaint alleges that Edward Allred has a conflict of interest with at least one other 

participant in the Champion of Champions.  Among the horses who have qualified for a berth in 

the Champion of Champions is the horse, Chocolatito, a horse wholly owned by Edward Allred.  

Edward Allred seeks unfair advantage by depriving Danjer of the earned opportunity to compete 

against his horse in the Champion of Champions.  By denying Danjer the invitation to the 

Champion of Champions, which he earned based upon his performance in a qualifying race, 

Allred is interfering with another competing participant in a race.   

The license to conduct Quarter Horse Racing at Los Alamitos Race Course was granted to 

Horsemen’s Quarter Horse Racing Association dba Los Alamitos Quarter Horse Racing 

Association.  Edward C. Allred is listed in the application to conduct Quarter Horse Racing at 

Los Alamitos Race Course as Chairman/Director of the Horsemen’s Quarter Horse Racing 

Association.  Although Allred holds a license to conduct a race meeting, such license does not 

provide him with the unfettered ability to restrict competition by refusing to permit an otherwise 

qualified horse to compete against horses owned by him.  This type of interference is addressable 

under CHRB rule 1901 which authorizes the stewards to determine whether such conflict exists 

and whether the behavior of Allred constitutes interference with a competing participant. 

In fact, the entire regulatory framework set forth in the CHRB Rules prohibits the kind of 

conduct being attempted by Allred.  CHRB Rule 1436 mandates that all racing associations shall 

obey all laws and racing rules.  CHRB Rule 1542 restricts the authority to deny or refuse entry 

into a race to the Stewards.  CHRB Rule 1580 establishes that it is the Stewards who control the 

entries.  CHRB Rule 1588 establishes the instances in which a horse is deemed to be ineligible to 

start in a race.  None of the listed instances applies to Danjer.  CHRB Rule 1901 grants the 

Stewards the authority to determine a conflict of interest with a racing participant. 

Bus. & Prof. Code § 19440 grants the CHRB all powers necessary to adjudicate controversies 

arising for enforcement of regulations and to delegate such responsibilities to the stewards.  

Nothing in the law prevents the CHRB from directly addressing these issues.  In that the instant 

matter, requires immediate intervention to prevent obvious harm with the race upcoming shortly, 

we ask the CHRB to directly address this matter rather than awaiting an investigation and 

hearing/determination by the stewards. 

The exclusion of horses from participating in important races in which Allred’s horses are 

competing is a pattern of behavior developed by Allred.  Over recent years, Allred has interfered 

with participating competitors in major race conducted at Los Alamitos Race Course.  Last year, 

he excluded Danjer from participating in the Super Derby and this year he has excluded Danjer’s 

participation in the Champion of Champions.  Last year, Allred’s decision to deny Danjer from 

participating in the Super Derby was based upon an allegation that Danjer failed a pre-race hair 

test.  Despite requests by Danjer’s connections for a copy of that alleged failed test result, such 

evidence was never provided.  At that time Danjer’s connections had a hair sample collected 

from Danjer tested which yielded negative results.   

Danjer won one of this year’s qualifying race and there are no conditions which serve to exclude 

his participation in the 2020 Champion of Champions.  Most egregiously, Allred has refused to 

provide any basis for the decision to exclude Danjer from this year’s Champion of Champions. 
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In addition to the qualifying requirements, participation in the Champion of Champions requires 

the participating horses to be on the grounds of Los Alamitos Race Course three weeks prior to 

the race.  Unless, Danjer is admitted to the grounds by November 21, 2020, Mr. Guthrie will not 

be allowed by Allred to comply with that requirement.  Consequently. we ask the Board to order 

the admission of Danjer to the Los Alamitos stable area or to order Los Alamitos to waive that 

requirement or to order the postponement of the running of the Champion of Champions until 

such time as this complaint is resolved.  Time is of the essence necessitating your most serious 

consideration in this matter. 

Should any questions arise or persist, please contact me immediately.  

Sincerely, 

Darrell Vienna 
Darrell Vienna 



EXHIBIT 1 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 2 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT 3 
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